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The Great Divorce

from "The Palm Trees Are Restless:

Five poems of Kate Gale"
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wearily
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You must n’t.
-

No.

forcefully and definitively

You don’t see.

q = 136
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I’ve

urgently

had to pick my
-

q = 128
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mf  propulsively

self up. Hold it all to ge
-

ther.
-
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I’ve been raped by pret ty
-

much e very
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e ver
-

met. A sort of rape a ny
-

way.
-

27

Some thing
-

I would cha rac
-

te
-

rize
-

as

urgency recedes a bit

rape.

q = 124

31

pull back a bit

You can’t i ma
-

gine.
-

You real ly
-

have no i dea.
-

35

Don’t

rapid shift;

approaching hysteria

start. Let me stop you. Let me pour my self
-

a quick shot of

q = 90
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Hen nes
-

sy
-

and stop you No, I

42

don’t

wearily, with exasperation

want to go to the ra
-

py.
-

Don’t you see? This is who I am.

46

mp

That’s the pro blem
-

with most peo ple
-

They don’t ac tual
-

ly
-

50

stronger

see you They see it.

sfz

This

rit. 
q = 70
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thing

purposely singsong

you hold in front of your face to keep them out. To keep them

57

from kno wing
-

q = 80
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with controlled anger

kno wing
-

a ny
-

thing
-
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they can hold a gainst
-

you, and they will.
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Kate Gale's poem appears in the book Echo Light, published by Red Mountain Press, Santa Fe, NM
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